Shalom friend,
Thank you for your interest in Israel FIRST! The Key to
Understanding the Blood Moons, Shemitah, Promises to
Israel, and the Coming Jubilee. We are excited to release this
book, and look forward to hearing your comments!
In this, the second edition of our free ebook, our goal is to
introduce you to us, the contents of the full book, and some of
what our friends have to say about the book and Root Source, the
publisher of Israel FIRST!
Here you can read the letter of endorsement from Yuli Edelstein,
the Israeli Speaker of the Knesset (Parliament), followed by the
book’s Table of Contents, then the entire introduction, and two
pages each from two sample chapters, chapters 2 and 11. We also
include here a page each from the book’s appendixes: Appendix
A. Summary of Israel FIRST! Views; and Appendix B. List of
Predictions.
Additionally, this free ebook contains more endorsements,
including that of the newly appointed Israeli Ambassador to the
United Nations Danny Danon (who was the Minister of Science and
Technology at the time of his endorsement) and the forewords by
Mark Biltz (author of Blood Moons) and Nena Benigno of CBN Asia.
We sum up with the acknowledgments, the copyrights page, and a
special offer for you!
Please visit:

www.root-source.com/blog/israel-first
and join the conversation!

Thank you, God bless and Enjoy!
~ Gidon and Bob
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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1

Introduction

N

ever before have so many Christians felt so much foreboding
about the future. And if you ask them about what time period
they are most concerned, the consensus of opinion is: “Right now!”
Why? Consider the following signs and issues we face:
Signs in the Heavens
oo The fourth and final Blood Moon, appearing on September 28,
2015
oo The Shemitah, or Sabbath Rest Year, that ends on September
13, 2015

Concerns about Islamic Conflict
oo The rise of the Islamic State (ISIS/ISIL) in Iraq and Syria
oo The escalation of militant Islam and random jihadist attacks
in Western nations
oo The Iran Nuclear Agreement, which was signed on July 14,
2015, and could lead to an arms race, and even war, in the
Middle East
Issues concerning Israel
oo The rise in anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment, including
the Boycott, Divest and Sanction (BDS) movement
oo The tense relationship between President Barack Obama and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
oo The concern among Christians that the United States may
turn against Israel and bring upon it the curses described in
Genesis 12:3: “I will bless those that bless thee, and the one
who curses you I will curse.”
Degrading Morals
oo Rampant materialism
oo Prevailing sexual sin in all its various forms
oo The passage of same-sex marriage laws in twenty-one
countries, including the United States on June 26, 2015
Economic Issues
oo The weakest economic recovery in the modern era, averaging
25
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only 2 percent yearly growth in most modern nations
oo Slowing growth in China with a major drop in its stock market
oo Lack of wage growth among workers in most modern nations
oo The long U.S. stock market rally of almost seven years, with
many feeling that a correction is overdue
Social Issues
oo Sharp divide between social groups within communities along
the lines of race, economic status, or political agenda
In this book we will present our findings, based on biblical
viewpoints, regarding four related phenomena: the Blood Moons,
the Shemitah (Sabbath Rest Year), Promises to Israel, and the Year of
Jubilee. Some of this material is not pleasant to read, but know this:

While we expect God to intercede in history, and
difficult days are coming, this is not simply a book
that predicts bad news. As a matter of fact, the good
news we cover is much more than a silver lining
beneath the dark cloud.
God works in and through the events of history to bring about
His redemptive process on earth. The news is not all bad, because
Almighty God is in control. As you learn to distinguish the various
ways in which God intervenes in history, we hope you will find yourself
walking more confidently than ever, without fear, and that you will
find new ways to be a blessing to others in the days ahead.
What is the basis of our insights? They derive from this one
fundamental idea:

To truly understand the history and the future of
mankind, you have to first view everything through
the lens of Israel and the Jewish people.
That is why we entitled this book:

ISRAEL FIRST!

The Key to Understanding the Blood Moons, Shemitah,
Promises to Israel, and the Coming Jubilee
It is not that we believe in emphasizing the importance of any
one nation over another. God loves all people, all nations, and He is
intimately and lovingly concerned with the affairs of all mankind.
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However, we believe the key to understanding—and therefore
predicting—His plans on earth starts with a perspective that puts
Israel at the center of all nations.
In the years since Constantine and the formalization of the
Christian Church, a belief began to seep in, and then set in, that
the Scriptures of the Old Testament referring to Israel should be
understood allegorically rather than literally, since God had forsaken
the Jews because of their role in the death of Jesus Christ. However,
starting in the 1600s, and then accelerating in the 1800s and 1900s,
there was a growing realization that the Old and New Testaments
both affirm God’s promises to Israel as a People, Land, and Nation—
and God’s promises are irrevocable. The re-emergence of Israel as a
nation in 1948 swung opinion even more in that direction. Yet even
today, “Replacement Theology” continues to be firmly entrenched in
some Christian quarters. Israeli Jews are broadly thankful for these
Christians who stand against Replacement Theology, and this book
would not be possible without the softening of hearts of both Jews
and Christians alike. This is good news.
We would add that if Christians would take one more step
forward—not just stand against Replacement Theology, allowing Israel
the right to exist—but humble their perspective enough to recognize
Israel to be at the center of God’s plans, then suddenly many more
prophetic pieces will start to fall into place more naturally and easily
than ever before.
We invite you to join us on this fascinating journey!

WHAT TO EXPECT

In this book we will weave together for you a complete and
comprehensive view of:
ll Blood Moons
oo The current Blood Moon Tetrad began in 2014 and concludes
on September 28, 2015.
oo The importance of this tetrad and of Blood Moons in general
is immense. Their impact can be instantaneous—or can take
many years to unfold.
oo History shows the Blood Moons to be extremely beneficial to
Israel, but not so good for the most powerful nations of the
day such as the United States.
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ll Shemitah
oo Also called the Sabbath Rest Year, the Shemitah ends on
September 13, 2015.
oo Shemitah teachings to date indicate when God might act but
not exactly what He will do.
oo We introduce a new Biblical model that predicts the what—
passages which accurately predicted the seven year cycle that
began in 2001, the seven year cycle beginning 2008, and the
surprising predictions for the next seven years beginning in
2015, and more.
oo We will explain why the Shemitah is so powerful worldwide,
and why abortion and gay marriage were enacted during the
Shemitah, and how and when God might respond.
ll Promises to Israel from Genesis 12:3: “I will bless them that
bless thee, and the one who curses you I will curse.”
oo The blessings and curses God spoke over Abraham (and Israel)
are still in full force today.
oo These blessings and curses can occur anytime.
oo We will show that God levied a Genesis 12:3 curse upon the
U.S. in 1929, ushering in the Great Depression, and how that
very same curse was later broken.
oo We will explain how a U.S. President could trigger another
Genesis 12:3 curse today.
ll The Coming Jubilee
oo We will explain why a new Jubilee year begins in the fall of
2015 through fall of 2016.
oo Jubilee years are extremely important for the Land of Israel,
and we will tell you what powerful changes to watch for
during the next 12 months.
oo We will reveal that Christians have an amazing, once-in-alifetime opportunity to join in God’s Jubilee year, not only by
supporting Israel, but by proclaiming freedom in their own
nations as well.
In each case, as we explain how the Blood Moons, Shemitah,
Genesis 12:3, and Jubilee all work, you will see the following common
themes:
ll Each of the four effects works very differently from the others.
28
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ll Each of the four effects can be understood best by looking at its
Jewish roots.
ll Each of the four effects should be examined through the lens
of Israel first, and then to see what patterns ripple out to
encompass the entire world.
ll Each of the four effects can yield both blessings and troubles.

WHO ARE THE AUTHORS?

This book is quite unusual in that
it is a cooperative effort of Gidon Ariel
(an Orthodox Jew) and Bob O’Dell (an
evangelical Christian). In the process
of developing and revealing their Blood
Moons perspective to tens of thousands
of Christians worldwide, what fascinated
Bob O’Dell (left) and Gidon Ariel at
them was the striking alignment of
the National Religious Broadcasters
the Jewish and Christian conclusions
Conference in 2014, prior to the
founding of Root Source.
reached in this book concerning Israel
and the rest of the world. Regarding the future, the concept of Messiah
is central to Jewish belief. While Jews and Christians may not agree on
the Messiah’s identity, they are in full agreement that the Messiah is
coming and worthy of eager anticipation.
Because this book is written for Christians, Gidon has given Bob
complete freedom to write his chapters in a way that fully proclaims
Jesus as the Messiah, so no Christian teaching was watered down.
Naturally, such passages are Bob’s work and not Gidon’s. Similarly,
passages that describe the traditional Jewish perspective which are
not in line with Christian theology are Gidon’s alone. So, while this
book might ruffle some feathers on both sides of the religious aisle, it
advances the building of bridges between these two related faiths.

GIDON ARIEL

Gidon Ariel is the co-founder and CEO of Root Source. Gidon made
Aliyah (return to the Holy Land) to Israel in 1978 at age 14, and spent close
to a decade in advanced Jewish studies institutes (Yeshivas) and the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF). Raised as an Orthodox Jew and still an observant
Jew, Gidon has kept Jewish traditions his entire life. Quite unexpectedly,
in 2005, he felt a personal call from Hashem (God) to begin to reach out
to Christians in friendship and to bless and educate them about Jewish
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life, thought, and insights about Hebrew Scriptures. After spending a lot
of time working with Christian individuals and organizations in Israel and
around the world, Gidon came to see that the Jewish concern about getting
“too friendly with Christians” is largely unfounded. He sees God calling
upon Jews and Christians to come together in relationships, and to find
ways to work together based on the truth of the Bible. Gidon still serves
in the IDF reserves as a Captain in the Military Spokesperson’s Office
after spending over 20 years in the Armored Tank Corps. Besides being
CEO of Root Source, Gidon teaches Jewish Prayer and the Leadership of
Moses on Root Source. He can be reached at gidon@root-source.com or
through www.root-source.com.

BOB O’DELL

Bob O’Dell is a non-Jewish Christian, former high-tech executive
with Motorola and Wintegra. He has worked with Israeli Jews for over 25
years, visiting Israel frequently since 1990. Bob founded Root Source with
Gidon Ariel to promote Gidon’s vision of Israeli Jews teaching Christians
worldwide. Bob has been changed—and his perspective of his Jewish roots
has changed—through direct contact with Israeli Jews such as Gidon and
other Root Source teachers and their study of the Hebrew Scriptures.
An astronomy enthusiast for more than 35 years, Bob was the first to
reveal that the March 20, 2015 Total Solar Eclipse shadow would cross
the North Pole for two minutes at sunrise on the first day of spring for the
first time in 100,000 years. Gidon and Bob jointly called for a worldwide
two minutes of prayer that “the earth would be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Isa.11:9). Bob attends an evangelical
church in Austin, Texas. He sees Jewish teaching as a way of enriching his
understanding of his own Christianity. He can be reached at bob@rootsource.com or through www.root-source.com.
YYY
I made the decision a long time ago that I, Bob, did not want any
proceeds from the selling of any Blood Moons media—books, videos, and
the like. However, there is an Israeli organization that you blessed when
you purchased this book: Root Source. I care deeply about the Israeli
Jewish teachers who are doing something ground-breaking, exciting, and
unique, and my Christian faith has been enriched from this experience.
Gidon, my partner in Root Source, said to me in early 2015, “I think
you should teach the Blood Moons on Root Source.”
“But wait,” I argued, “this is a Jewish teaching website—Jews teaching
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Christians.”
“You’re a Christian; teach Christians,” he replied. “Do your Christian
thing; teach it in your way.”
I was encouraged that he trusted me enough to position my Christian
teachings side-by-side with Jewish teachings. In the end we made that
lesson series a bonus channel, to distinguish it from the regular Jewish
channels. Similarly, you would not be reading this book today without a
decision Gidon made in the summer of 2015, surprising me again—that we
write this book together as part of Root Source.

WHAT IS ROOT SOURCE?

Today, more and more Christians and Jews are hearing a divine
wake-up call to engage with each other.
Root Source is answering that call. In an informal and loving manner,
scholarly Orthodox Israeli Jews teach Christians around the world
online about Jewish concepts, ideas, and thought, to help Christians
understand the roots of their faith.
Root Source enables and encourages dialogue and relationships
between Christians and Jews, and empowers Christians to learn like
Jews have been learning for centuries. Our Israeli Jewish teachers
respect the identity and faith of their Christian students.
Root Source gives Christians access to world-class Jewish biblical
teaching online, helping you learn deeper truths and reach higher in
your Christian faith, with the opportunity to ask any question openly.
Our members are often surprised at how quickly they can learn
deeper biblical truths from Orthodox Jewish teachings and practically
apply those teachings to their own Christian faith.
Current courses cover topics such as:
oo Jewish Prayer
oo Jewish History and Future
oo Biblical Hebrew
oo Women of the Bible
Learn more at
oo Leadership of Moses
www.root-source.com
oo Solomon’s Proverbs
oo Jewish Ethics
oo Land of Israel
oo The Deceptions of Islam
oo The Holy Temple
oo Names and Images of God
oo Blood Moons, and more
31

CHAPTER 2

Blood Moons Basics

T

he discussion of Blood Moons is one of the most interesting and
controversial topics that have ever taken hold of the Christian
community. Our goal in discussing Blood Moons is not to convince
you of our view, but to give you enough knowledge and information
so you can decide for yourself—or, at least, ask the right questions.
Jews often say, “A good question can be far more valuable than a
good answer.”
I (Bob) live in Austin, Texas. When people ask me, “Where
is Austin?” I often reply, “Four hours south of Dallas,” or “Three
hours west of Houston, depending on how fast you drive.” That is
a Texas-centric answer. But it’s possible to answer this question
from a different perspective: “Go to the geographic center of the
Continental United States, turn south, and you will run right into
Austin.”
I don’t think I’ve ever answered that question in that way, and I
don’t think I’ve ever heard anyone else answer it that way. But that
answer is a larger view of where I live. Is a larger view useful? That’s
my point here. This book will surely give you a different perspective
on the Blood Moons. It will be larger. But will it be useful? That’s for
you to decide, and we will offer you that chance in Chapter 7.
We will sometimes propose questions, but may or may not
immediately give you our opinion. For example, was I correct when I
said that Austin is due south of the geographic center of the United
States? It turns out that Austin is close to but not precisely on the
center line of the United States. Does it matter? Was I inaccurate
when I told you that I live due south of the center line? The right
answer depends on the context. If I’m talking to somebody in France
about where I live within the United States, then my description is
just fine. But if you own a helicopter and you’re coming to rescue me,
and I tell you to go to the geographic center of the United States, turn
south, fly exactly four hundred miles and then land your helicopter,
I’d be dead, because you’d miss me by a few miles. Correctness
depends on context.
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Rabbi Tuly Weisz was in a synagogue, listening to the weekly Torah
portion being read. That Sabbath, Exodus 31 was read in synagogues
all over the world. During the reading of that passage, Tuly said he
started feeling goosebumps rise all over his body. Exodus 31 begins
with the world’s first great craftsman, Bezalel, from the tribe of
Judah, and echoes the Messianic language from Isaiah 11 that Gidon
had selected. The Lord speaks over Bezalel “a spirit of wisdom and
understanding,” just as the Lord speaks over the Messiah in Isaiah 11.
Interesting, but that’s not all. Bezalel’s skill as a craftsman was to be
used for the construction of the Tabernacle. When might you guess
that the Tabernacle was to be dedicated at Mount Sinai? God told
Moses to officiate the dedication on Nissan 1, the very date of this
historically unique solar eclipse!
But even that’s not all. Tuly knows Hebrew, so he realized these
connections, but he also saw something deeper. He realized that the
name Bezalel, in Hebrew, means: “in the shadow or protection of
God.” Without realizing it, we had stumbled upon a Scripture that
tied the solar eclipse of Nissan 1 to a heartfelt prayer to bring forth
the Messianic Age!
As soon as we released news of the eclipse, many publications
began predicting severe judgment for the world. We are not saying
that judgment is not part of the mix. Indeed, this book will have
plenty to say about judgment. But we found in this passage a message
of great joy, a message we now see right through this scary event to
God and His purposes for the earth! This event needs to be seen as
something good, not bad. This is an opportunity for all of us to come
together and call for the knowledge of God and the Messianic Age to
be brought in around the world! It is a good thing to be in the shadow
or protection of God, don’t you think?
Go ahead and pray Isaiah 11:9 with us right now. Our God, who
is outside of time, is completely capable of considering your prayer,
prayed this very moment, as having also been part of that special
event on March 20, 2015, when the shadow of God fell for two minutes
upon the very top of the world.
Pray out loud as we did that day: “For they shall not hurt nor
destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. 11:9 KJV) Y
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CHAPTER 11

The Jewish Background
of the Shemitah Year
This chapter is written by Gidon Ariel, an Orthodox Jew, from a
fully Jewish perspective.

A

s we explore the global and eschatological implications (some
would even say apocalyptic) of the Shemitah and Jubilee years,
it behooves us to understand the Jewish background of these two
important cyclical events in the biblical calendar.
Outside of Jewish circles, remarkably little is known about these
two years. Even within Jewish circles, broad familiarity is found only
among the Orthodox. And even there, actual observance is limited
to those who live in Israel. Beyond Israel’s borders, observant Jews
generally know the basic laws, but rarely to a depth that does justice
to the importance of both Shemitah and Jubilee.
To partially remedy this dearth of knowledge, we include this
chapter and chapter 19 as a means of familiarizing readers with the
core biblical verses and rabbinic teachings. Our goal is to present
this material in as clear and concise a manner as possible, employing
the “who, what, where, when, why, and how” questions. (This chapter
will cover the Shemitah year, and chapter 19 will cover the Jubilee
year.)

What is Shemitah?

What is Shemitah? First of all, Shemitah is a Hebrew word, found
only in the book of Deuteronomy, with a variation in Exodus. An
expansion of the Exodus law is found in Leviticus.
Here are the relevant verses (original translation throughout this
chapter from the biblical Hebrew by the author):
“You shall plant your land for six years and gather its
produce. On the seventh year you shall let it rest [Hebrew:
tishmitenah. This is a variation of the word Shemitah] and
withdraw from it, so that the poor of your people will eat and
131
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Shemitah may be difficult. To give up on debts that are owed to us,
or to refrain from working the land when we need the food or need
the extra cash that it can bring in, is not easy. But if we gain from it a
new perspective on life and a new appreciation for all that we have,
who can deny that the gains outweigh the losses? That is the true
beauty of Shemitah. It’s a way of giving back to God, who has given it
all to us in the first place. Y
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APPENDIX A

A Summary of Israel FIRST! Views

I

srael FIRST! has added to the discussions!
The left column is not the view of any particular author or
person; rather, it is our perception of what interested Christians
have come to believe about them. Christians read from multiple
sources—often reading between the lines—and draw their own
conclusions from their personal belief systems about the End Times.
The left column is our attempt to capture what we think is generally
believed.
The right column contains our response to those perceived
beliefs and where to read more.
After each comparison table is a list of new ideas that we have
added for consideration in this book. Naturally, not every item we
list as new is new to every reader, but feedback from Christians who
took our Root Source courses in 2015 cause us to perceive them as
generally new.

Blood Moons
Commonly Held Christian View

Israel FIRST! View

Strongly agree. In fact it is an indication
Blood Moons are causing Christians
that Christians in general need to pay
to pay more attention to the Jewish
more attention, and be more respectful
Calendar and Israel.
of Israel.
Yes, judgment is coming to the U.S.,
but not as a direct result of the Blood
Moons. Rather, Blood Moons indicate
Blood Moons indicate that judgment that the U.S. is peaking in power over
is coming to the U.S.
the long term. It is the Shemitah and
Genesis 12:3 passages that indicate the
U.S. is about to be judged. (See Chapters
9, 12, and 17.)
Primary scripture is Joel 2:31: The
sun will turn into darkness and the
moon into blood before the great
and awesome day of the Lord
comes.

This Scripture does not fit well, because
Blood Moons occur after periods of
trouble, not before. Instead, we use
the book of Exodus as a model for God
bringing Israel from a difficult situation to
a new situation. (See Chapters 5 and 6.)
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List of Predictions

T

hese are the predictions made in this book, listed by chapter.
Consult each chapter for context and more details.

Please go to our website www.root-source.com to see how we
score ourselves for accuracy over time.

Chapter 7. A New Story Begins
ll The tetrads of 1949, 1967 and 2014 might represent three phases
of one big move of God.
ll What might the 2014 tetrad, the third tetrad in the cluster,
signify? The Temple Mount!
ll The 2015 Blood Moon phenomenon is perhaps actually a
message from God to the Jewish people, to recognize that
this outreaching in friendship by Christians is a sign for us to
recognize the sincerity of that overture and to work together
to bring about the expansion of the knowledge of God amongst
Jews, Christians, and all people worldwide.
ll The coming together of Jews and Christians is a work God wants
to take to a whole new level.
ll The United States is peaking.
ll The last eight Blood Moons—the four in 1967/1968, as well as
the most recent four in 2014/2015—may be a sign that American
Jews will move back to Israel in much greater numbers than
ever before.
ll This is not the beginning of the end for Israel; rather, it’s the end
of the beginning.

Chapter 9. The Peaking of the United States
ll We could possibly be looking at the peak of all of Western
Civilization as we know it?
ll The three tetrads in 1949, 1967 and 2014 indicate:
273
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Endorsements
“The discussion of Israel is always highly complex, theologically,
religiously, and politically. It can promote feelings of love—and feelings
of hatred. I write as one who spends his life in the Middle East working
in Iraq, Jordan and Israel. I see that the Middle East is at the heart of
God’s plans and purposes. Unlike most people, I ardently love both the
Jews and the Arabs and refuse to see that just one side is right.
Amidst this entire dilemma is the Land of The Holy One, that has
such a profound effect on Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities.
Israel FIRST! covers top-of-mind points of discussion amongst much
of the evangelical Christian community. It deals in depth with so many
of the issues which challenge the church today: the Blood Moons, the
Shemitah year, and the Messianic age. Here is a unique book written by
two unique people, an Orthodox Israeli Jew and an American Evangelical
Christian. From them you will get answers to your many questions.
Enjoy this outstanding book!”
THE REVEREND CANON DR. ANDREW WHITE
President of the Foundation for Relief and
Reconciliation in the Middle East
www.frrme.org
“Bob O’Dell and Gidon Ariel raise critical questions and give solid
answers on topics long hidden, but recently brought to light. I hope the
biblical viewpoints presented in Israel FIRST! will garner greater support
for their Root Source work in educating all who pick it up to read. This
book stimulates areas of concern for all of us, and provokes us to deeper
thoughts. Everyone owes it to themselves to read Israel FIRST! What
makes it so special is that it is a joint effort by an evangelical Christian
and an Orthodox Israeli Jew. Every lover of the Scriptures interested in
the future of man should have this information and can do no better
than to begin with this book.”
SHARON K. SANDERS
Co-Founder & Director, Christian Friends of Israel-Jerusalem
www.cfijerusalem.org
“Having been privileged to introduce my good friends Gidon Ariel
and Bob O’Dell to one another on our annual Jewish-Christian prayer
walk on the Old City walls, now their new book takes reconciliation
between Christians and Jews to a whole new level! I believe we are
living in days prophesied in the Book of Daniel that “words are rolled up
and sealed until the time of the end.” Besides the meaty content, Israel
FIRST! truly breaks new ground as a prophecy book written jointly by an
13
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Orthodox Israeli and an evangelical Christian. Now that’s truly prophetic
within itself! Hallelu-Yah!”
CHRISTINE DARG
Founder, The Jerusalem Channel
www.jerusalemchannel.tv
“This is a very welcomed, scholarly project that will no doubt
strengthen Jewish-Christian relations, in times when both respective
groups are being marginalized. It is of no surprise that such an initiative
is birthed out of Israel and brought into the world by those who love
God’s Land and His People. I cannot recommend this work highly
enough. I too look forward to times of spiritual enrichment through the
study of this material.”
FATHER GABRIEL NADDAF
Spiritual leader, Israeli Christian Recruitment Forum
and Head of the Christian Empowerment Council
www.goo.gl/va8Pbg
“The book by Gidon Ariel and Bob O’Dell “Israel First” is an
adventurous nonfiction attempt at explaining current events in light of
Biblical prophecy. This book is about our world and our days, but it goes
from news broadcasts to ancient Scriptures, giving hope and education
to Christians who want to discern the times. I like this book because it
has elements of Judaism, the Bible, action and adventure in it. A book
which makes the Bible relevant by connecting Jewish and Christian
beliefs is to be lauded.”
DR. SUSANNA KOKKONEN
Director, Christian Friends of Yad Vashem
Christian.friends@yadvashem.org.il
“We are facing tumultuous times globally. Those whose faith rests
in the G-d of Israel, and in His promises to us, are taking note of the
unprecedented events converging in Jerusalem this year; namely, the
occasion of the Fall Feasts - with their deep and significant themes
of Repentance, Redemption and Rejoicing, the culmination of the
astonishing tetrad sequence of Red or Blood Moons, the 7 year cycle of
the Shemitah year and the 50 year Jubilee celebration. Does this mean
anything?
My husband, Dr. Dwight A. Pryor (z”l, of blessed memory), used to
point out that G-d is a covenantal and “coming down” G-d. He seeks
intimate relationship and active participation with His people and with all
of Creation. G-d has challenged us, Bible-believing Jews and Christians
together, with the task of carrying forward His vision for human history.
14
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This requires that we be aware of “the signs of the times.”
Gidon Ariel and Bob O’Dell, in their book Israel FIRST! have provided
an excellent tool to help one acquire a clear, balanced, and grounded
understanding of key and relevant issues. Read the book and be informed
regarding the scientific, historic and biblically prophetic aspects of this
pivotal season of history.”
KEREN HANNAH PRYOR
Author, A Taste of Torah; A Dash of Drash
www.His-Israel.com
“If Christians desire to truly understand the Scriptures, then a
paradigm shift must take place. True Biblical understanding can only
be found from the perspective of Israel FIRST! Many Christians are
suddenly enthralled by the Blood Moons, the Shemitah year, covenant
promises to Israel and the Year of Jubilee. Yet without a Hebraic insight
and perspective, published information regarding these events is rife
with misinterpretation and speculation. This is the very reason Gidon
Ariel and Bob O’Dell’s teachings are a must for any and all truth seekers.”
REV. GARY CRISTOFARO
Director of Development
Ezra International, www.ezrainternational.org
“Gidon Ariel is a man driven by a vision - to ignite relationships
between Jews and Christians, and to lead a dynamic partnership into
the coming period of redemption. He is a man committed to the land
of Israel, and one who believes with all his heart that the key to the
future lies in an unbreakable partnership between Jews and Christians.
With incurable optimism, unquenchable enthusiasm and determined
faith he has followed this dream, at much personal cost. We admire
Gidon for his passion and his persistence in this task he feels laid upon
him by the Almighty. We pray that this prophetic new partnership will
lead to healing of old wounds, strengthening of ties between Jews and
Christians, and blessing for Israel and the church.”
DAVID AND LESLEY RICHARDSON
Mount Zion Fellowship Jerusalem
Co-authors, The Hand That Writes the Love Song
(Also Holds a Gun)
“If you love the God of Israel, sit down with Gidon and Bob to
experience the insights of Israel FIRST! As a Bible teacher and frequent
traveler to the Holy Land, my great privilege is helping Christians better
understand the Jewish roots of their faith. As a radio host, I strive to
share the powerful truth of today’s Holy Land with American listeners.
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Israel FIRST! helps me do both of those things. Followers of Jesus who
join Gidon and Bob on this journey will better understand their Savior
and their Bible. If you need to be encouraged, educated, or enlightened,
read Israel FIRST!”
TREY GRAHAM
Pastor, Author, Radio Host, www.TreyGraham.com
“Bob O’Dell’s research and insights are refreshing and unique. Rather
than connecting the dots between the Shemitah year, Blood Moons, and
other phenomena, and laying claim to a particular outcome as some
have done, Bob educates, raises questions, and offers understandings
that are thoughtful and valuable. Working together with Gidon Ariel,
they bring something unique to the table as far as understanding these
and other issues that are important to us all: as Jews, Christians, and
certainly Israelis and those who care about Israel, and the rest of the
world.
“I have had the privilege to get to know both Bob and Gidon and
discuss these and other issues with them in person. For those who
haven’t had that opportunity, Israel FIRST! ought to be a required read
to experience their insights as close to first hand as possible.”
JONATHAN FELDSTEIN
Director, Heart to Heart
www.saving-lives-in-israel.org
firstpersonisrael@gmail.com
“This is a crucial book for these times—times when Israel is being
ostracized not just by western governments but also by many Christians.
For hundreds of years, to the detriment of Western civilization, the
Hebrew Bible has been neglected and viewed by many as only a
precursor, a story, irrelevant or passé. These studies will prove that the
treasures found in our Bible are as vital and relevant today as they were
thousands of years ago. This scrupulously researched material is not
only fascinating—it will also advocate for the timeless necessity of the
Bible in a changing world.”
KAY WILSON
Israeli tour guide (specialization in Jesus of Nazareth
and Second Temple Judaism) and terror survivor
www.letmypeoplegiggle.com
“We are entering into a dynamic revolution, and this book is part of it.
“As the prophecy of Isaiah 2 states: “His Teaching will go out from
Zion, the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem...” This is becoming the reality
of our generation.
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“We are entering into a new era, where Jews and Christians are
studying and searching the Scriptures together.
“Our Jewish brothers have been studying the Torah for more than
three millennia and have a deeper understanding of the mind of our
Father.
“Bob and Gidon are a perfect example of these phenomena. You will
never think the same way after reading this book.”
MARTIN AND NATHALIE BLACKHAM
Presenters of In The Last Days TV Programme
www.inthelastdays.com
“In a ground-breaking effort, Gidon Ariel and Bob O’Dell have
literally bridged the Testaments to build a framework upon which to
build wisdom for the coming years. They have pulled together both
Judaic and Christian sources to intelligently bring the messages together
in a coherent and timely report for our generation.”
J. DAVID PITCHER, JR., MD
Author, After the Rapture and the Oldest Midrash.
The Identity of the Messiah
www.amazon.com/After-Rapture-J-DavidPitcher/dp/088270916X
“As the guardians of the Judeo-Christian ethic, Christians and Jews
must be encouraged to strengthen their alliance. Gidon Ariel’s work in
this arena has been most impactful. Through the launching of www.
Root-Source.com and the publication of Israel FIRST!, Gidon & Bob O’Dell
have added valuable tools to help all people of faith combat the negative
elements within our culture. Get involved, become their student and
read this book.”
ELIE PIEPRZ
Director of International Affairs for the YESHA Council
“How good it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!
It is wonderful to see a book written by a Christian and a Jew
together.
We have so much in common, and as a Christian, I am so thankful to
the Jewish community for keeping the Scriptures pure.
We owe so much to the Jews! It is great that in this time of trial in
the world today, Christians and Jews can stand side by side guarding
each others backs.”
This book will be an insight and a blessing to everyone who reads it.”
PAUL CALVERT, Focus on Israel Radio
www.facebook.com/focusonisrael.radio
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“I grew up in a Christian family in Germany and read the Bible every
day. My greatest desire was to understand the real meaning of the Bible. I
tried to compare different German and English translations. But it didn’t
help to understand better; it just confused me even more. Only when I
started to study Hebrew and read the Jewish commentaries did I finally
learn the deeper meaning of the Bible. I thank Gidon Ariel for teaching
me Hebrew and giving me deep insight into the Jewish traditions of the
Bible.
If you want to finally understand your Bible the way it was meant
to be understood when it was written, I highly recommend this book.”
ANDREAS BOLDT, Israel advocate
boasinfo.wordpress.com, www.facebook.com/Freunde.Israels
“As the founders of Root Source, Gidon Ariel and Bob O’Dell are
making history as a Jew and Christian who have teamed up to provide
Christians around the world with access to top notch Israeli teachers.
Their new book Israel FIRST! outlines their exciting vision through a
fascinating discussion of the Blood Moons, Shemitah, the Jubilee Year
and Genesis 12:3. If you really want to understand how each and every
one of us can play a part in God’s plan, I highly recommend reading
Israel FIRST!”
RABBI TULY WEISZ
Founder and Director, Israel365.com
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T

hank you Root Source for bringing awareness to God’s signs in
the heavens, emphasizing the need to be on God’s calendar, and
highlighting Israel as the focal point of history.
From the beginning, when I originally made the discovery of the
four Blood Moons and their related solar eclipses with their historical
significance of falling on the Biblical holy days, I prayed and asked that
others would bring more things to light on the subject. Bob and Gidon
are bringing out their perspective, which is always greatly appreciated
as we are all searching for truth. None of us have all the answers and we
all need each other’s insight.
While we may not totally agree on all the details, we totally agree
that when it comes to global events, Israel is the apple of God’s eye
and Jerusalem is becoming the cup of trembling for all nations. There
is no way prophecy can be properly understood without seeing the
importance of the Jewish Roots of Christianity and the role it still plays
today.
Thank you Root Source for being at the forefront with other
organizations that are building bridges between the Jewish and Christian
communities that respect each others’ faiths without trying to change
them.
Blessings!

~ PASTOR MARK BILTZ

Author of Blood Moons: Decoding
the Imminent Heavenly Signs
Founder, El Shaddai Ministries

YYY

W

henever God does great, amazing things on planet Earth, he
sometimes calls on the most unlikely people from the farthest
places to witness the event. He drew forth Abraham from Ur (modern
day Iraq) to watch as He marked out the scope and boundaries of the
Promised Land he was to inherit. He called three Magi from the East to
come and discover the Christ child under the Bethlehem star. Now, as
the end of the age looms, the Blood Moons rise and the Jubilee Shemitah
unfolds, many witnesses from many nations are rising up to behold and
ponder the signs of the times in the distant horizon.
No two witnesses could be more unlikely, yet more fitting, more
astride the times and more deeply insightful than the co-authors of this
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book, Israel FIRST! They are Gidon Ariel, an Orthodox Jew from Israel,
and Bob O’Dell, an evangelical Christian engineer from the United
States. Gidon draws from deep wells of wisdom from the Root Source,
the God-ordained family line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and the Bible
that chronicles their history and faith. Bob drinks from the overflowing
waters of that Source as one grafted into the Jewish heritage through
Yeshua HaMashiach, Jesus Christ, the Christian Messiah.
Gidon and Bob’s rare, combined insights are culled from the
prophecies in the Torah; the hidden and accurate meanings of Hebrew
words; the history of Israel and the Jewish people; and the revelations
that come from the whisperings of the Spirit within. Most significantly,
the moving power behind this whole work is hope, love, and prayer—
love for the God of Israel, hope for this final generation of humankind
so desperate to understand the signs of the times, and prayer for the
direction in which the world is going.
It is therefore with great excitement that we look forward to the
success of Israel FIRST!, a landmark project that is both historic and
prophetic. It is the fruit of the labors of Gidon Ariel, a Jewish brother who
has graciously and effectively bridged the gap between Christians and
Jews for many years; and Bob O’Dell, a Christian author who has original
and arresting insights into the Blood Moons, the Jubilee Shemitah and
other signs of the end of our age that uniquely draw from the timeline
of Jewish history and the wisdom of the Torah. It is probably the most
significant and insightful book on these apocalyptic times that one will
find anywhere. And the most reassuring.
This is a book whose perfect time has come. Christians refer to this
authorship tandem as one new man, Jew and Gentile together preparing
the nations for the coming of Messiah. For its Jewish author, this partly
fulfills the call to the people of Israel to be a Light to the Nations,
especially in this time of deep, gathering darkness.
These are also opportune, apocalyptic times for the Philippines,
the United States, and Israel. As kindred Bible believers, we now look
to the skies together in anticipation of the arrival of the Messiah; we
pray for the peace of Jerusalem; and we stand as Watchmen on the Wall
as Jerusalem begins to take its place as the Center of the Nations, the
City of the Great King, the eternal capital of the living God. We are the
cord of three strands that twine more tightly together as the world spins
seemingly out of control.
Filipinos have long felt a deep kinship with Israel and the Jewish
people. The Jews gave us the Bible that set us apart as the first Christian
nation in Asia more than four centuries ago. Our nations are both tiny
islands of faith, People of the Book, in regions dominated by Islam and
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other religions. We have long looked towards Israel, the Jewish people
and the Scriptures to define our destiny, our identity, and our past. Now
we look towards them once again, for a glimpse of the future.
The fact that I, a Filipina, am writing this foreword speaks even
more about the heart and purpose of this book. I, too, am an unlikely
witness from a distant land. I work with the Christian Broadcasting
Network Asia (CBN Asia) and The 700 Club Asia TV show, established
in the Philippines by two passionate American evangelical Christian
supporters of Israel—CBN founders Pat Robertson and his son Gordon.
Our country, the Philippines, has a long history of providing refuge for
the Jews. We took in Jewish voyagers fleeing the Spanish Inquisition; we
were the only nation that opened its doors to Jewish refugees fleeing
the Holocaust from 1938 to 1941; and we were the only Asian nation to
vote for the rebirth of the state of Israel at the United Nations plebiscite
in Flushing Meadows, New York in 1947.
We have long loved, revered, and sought to bless our Root Source,
the God of Israel, the nation he calls his Firstborn, his Treasure, the
Apple of His Eye. We have been recipients of Israel’s legacy of freedom
and faith as the People of the Book. We were the first Bible-believing
Christian nation in Asia and its first democracy. As a people, we have
also been scattered among the nations, but are now returning as the
times of restoration have come.
What Israel FIRST! provides is the fulcrum, the focus, the Alpha and
Omega of all that is happening around us. All roads lead to Israel. It is
where history begins and ends. And begins again, forevermore. Do read
this to the last page. And look to the skies with expectation.
This book will be a beacon of light in the chaos, hatred and fear
that mark our age, and point us to that great light in the horizon, the
Desire of Nations, the coming of the one that the prophet Isaiah called
“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. Of
the greatness of His government and peace, there will be no end.” (Isaiah
9:6-7). As a mass media practitioner, I highly recommend that we not just
get a copy of Israel FIRST! but conscientiously proclaim its message to
a confused and fearful world. The best is yet to come. It all begins and
ends in Israel.
~ NENA C. BENIGNO
Watchman, Jerusalem East Gate
		 Prayer Watch; Author
		 and Senior Writer - CBN Asia,
		 The 700 Club Asia, and
		 Asian Center for Missions
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hen we set out to write this book together, like with so many projects
taken on by two partners, we naturally divided up responsibilities,
including writing of the chapters. Every chapter was written by one of
us and reviewed by the other (in addition to a small army of others!). And
so it happened that I, Gidon, pulled the task of drafting this section of
acknowledgements.
This was no chore for me! Saying thank you is one of my favorite pastimes;
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on me. And recognizing the people who contributed to the book you hold in
your hands (or are viewing on your Kindle; or are listening to on your player)
is especially enjoyable, because just thinking about these wonderful, helpful
people always puts a smile on my face. As I wrote in an email to Bob close to
the beginning of our partnership: I am honored to meet people, all are God’s
representatives on this earth, veritable prophets of a message to me if I can
find it, and a possible part of important works when God deems it the proper
time.
The harder part of writing acknowledgements is finding a comprehensive
list of deserving people and figuring out the best way to present them. The
solution I came up with was to review my emails labeled “Bob.” The earliest of
these was way back in January 2014, not long after Bob and I met. Except that
I personally feel that I need to thank some people who helped me way before
this book was even dreamed of, laying the foundation for this achievement.
Certainly I must start with my parents, my mother (may she live and be
well) and my father (of blessed memory). Their allowing and even encouraging
me to search out my own way even if it goes against the stream unquestionably
set the foundations of what my life is today and will be until its end.
I think the next category of people I must thank are my friends and
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Watson, Christine and Peter Darg, Cheryl Hauer, Becky and Tom Brimmer,
Jürgen Bühler, Tim King, Ray and Sharon Sanders, Jim MacKenzie, Wayne
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Dumisani Washington, David Zwebner, Irene Levy, Victor Styrsky, Doug and
Kimra Steckbeck, Tommy Waller, Laurie Cardoza-Moore, Dr. Marvin Wilson,
all the people who wrote endorsements for this book, and the hundreds of
people who I have just insulted by not mentioning them by name.
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people without whom I would still probably be sweeping the floors somewhere
(I still do that, but not for a salary). To paraphrase Rabbi Akiva who wrote
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I said almost full circle, because I must thank you, dear reader, for
believing in us. We created this book for you, and we hope that the ideas
herein will spread worldwide.
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Shalom friend,
This book, Israel FIRST!, has been a labor of love for us. We hope
that you have enjoyed reading this book as much as we have
enjoyed creating it for you.
If you have any comments, please post them on
www.root-source.com/blog/israel-first,
we will be happy to connect with you there.

SPECIAL OFFER
We are happy to offer you your entire purchase price
of Israel FIRST! back as a rebate!
Simply go to www.root-source.com/secret-refund
(password: book) and sign up for Root Source.
Make sure to include your book/kindle/audio book purchase
details (what you bought, where you bought it, price you paid,
receipt number)
If you select an annual subscription, you will get a discount of your
purchase price above and beyond the 17% discount!
If you select the monthly payment, you will get a refund of your
purchase price after 6 months of membership!
Thank you, and looking forward to learning with you,
					

~ Gidon and Bob

P.S. Make sure you sign up there for our free e-newsletter too!

www.root-source.com/secret-refund

