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Never before have so many Christians felt so much foreboding about 
the future. And if you ask them about what time period they are 

most concerned, the consensus of opinion is: “Right now!” 

Why? Consider the following signs and issues we face:
Signs in the Heavens

 l The fourth and final Blood Moon, appearing on September 28, 
2015

 l The Shemitah, or Sabbath Rest Year, that ends on September 13, 
2015

Concerns about Islamic Conflict
 l The rise of the Islamic State (ISIS/ISIL) in Iraq and Syria
 l The escalation of militant Islam and random jihadist attacks in 
Western nations

 l The Iran Nuclear Agreement, which was signed on July 14, 2015, 
and could lead to war and an arms race in the Middle East

Issues concerning Israel
 l The rise in anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment, including the 
Boycott, Divest and Sanction (BDS) movement

 l The tense relationship between President Barack Obama and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

 l The concern among Christians that the United States may turn 
against Israel and bring upon it the curses described in Genesis 
12:3: “I will bless them that bless thee, and those who curse you I 
will curse.”

Degrading Morals
 l Rampant materialism
 l Prevailing sexual sin in all its various forms
 l The passage of same-sex marriage laws in twenty-one countries, 
including the United States on June 26, 2015

Economic Issues
 l The weakest economic recovery in the modern era, averaging only 
2 percent yearly growth in most modern nations

 l Slowing growth in China with a major drop in its stock market

Introduction
CHAPTER 1
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 l Financial catastrophe in Greece, which could threaten the entire 
European Union (EU)

 l Lack of wage growth among workers in most modern nations
 l The long U.S. stock market rally of almost seven years, with many 
feeling that a correction is overdue

Social Issues
 l Sharp divide between social groups within communities along the 
lines of race, economic prosperity, or political agenda

In this book we will present our findings, based on biblical viewpoints, 
regarding four related phenomena: the Blood Moons, the Shemitah 
(Sabbath Rest Year), Promises to Israel and the Year of Jubilee. Some of 
this material is not pleasant to read, but know this:

While we expect God to intercede in history, and difficult days 
are coming, this is not simply a book that predicts bad news. 
And the good news we cover is much more than a silver lining 
beneath the dark cloud.

God works in and through the events of history to bring about His 
redemptive process on earth. The news is not all bad, because Almighty 
God is in control. As you learn to distinguish the various ways in which 
God intervenes in history, we hope you will find yourself walking in more 
confidence than ever, without fear, and that you will find new ways to be a 
blessing to others in the days ahead.

What is the basis of our insights? They derive from this one fundamental 
idea:

To truly understand the history and the future of mankind, 
you have to first view everything through the lens of Israel 
and the Jewish people. 

That is why we entitled this book:
ISRAEL FIRST!

The Key to Understanding the Blood Moons, Shemitah, 
Promises to Israel, and the Coming Jubilee

It’s not that we believe in emphasizing the importance of any one nation 
over another. God loves all people, all nations, and He is intimately and 
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Blood Moons Basics
CHAPTER 2

The discussion of Blood Moons is one of the most interesting and 
controversial topics that has ever taken take hold of the Christian 

community. Our goal in discussing Blood Moons is not to convince you 
of our view, but to give you enough knowledge and information, so you 
can decide for yourself—or at least ask the right questions. 

Jews often say, “A good question can be far more valuable than a good 
answer.”

I (Bob) live in Austin, Texas. When people ask me, “Where is Austin?” 
I often reply, “Four hours south of Dallas,” or “Three hours west of 
Houston, depending on how fast you drive.” That is a Texas-centric 
answer. But it’s possible to answer this question from a different 
perspective:  “Go to the geographic center of the Continental United 
States, turn south, and you will run right into Austin.”

I don’t think I’ve ever answered that question in that way, and I don’t 
think I’ve ever heard anyone else answer it that way. But that answer 
is a larger view of where I live. Is a larger view useful? That’s my point 
here. This book will surely give you a different perspective on the Blood 
Moons. It will be larger. But will it be useful? That’s for you to decide, 
and we will offer you that chance in Chapter 7.

We will sometimes propose questions, but may or may not immediately 
give you our opinion. For example: Was I correct when I wrote that 
Austin is due south of the geographic center of the United States? It 
turns out that Austin is close to but not precisely on the center line of 
the United States. Does it matter? Was I inaccurate when I told you 
that I live due south of the center line? The right answer depends on 
the context. If I’m talking to somebody in France about where I live 
within the United States, then my description is just fine. But if you 
own a helicopter and you’re coming to rescue me, and I tell you to go 
to the geographic center of the United States, turn south, fly exactly 
four hundred miles and then land your helicopter, I’d be “dead” because 
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you’d miss me by a few miles. Correctness depends on context.

And this example leads us to our first big point. That even in the area of 
science, which we think of as being exact, there is some wiggle room; 
information is not always precise to the last decimal point. The Blood 
Moons deal inherently with science, of course. But more than being a 
scientific phenomenon, the Blood Moons recall history. And more than 
history, the Blood Moons are referenced in the Bible, which we consider 
to be the ultimate authority.

So within each of these three areas—science, history and the Bible—
some key questions need to be asked. 

For our purposes, the key question in science is: When is a fact accurate 
enough? Facts can be used as data, to target and weaken opposing views. 
That is not our purpose. We don’t wish to take aim at anybody—we 
want you to have enough information to be able to think for yourself.
The key question in history is: How do we really see history through 
God’s eyes?

In fact, we can even ask a question about this question. Is it arrogant to 
even hope to see history through God’s eyes, given that His ways are so 
much higher than our ways? Yet this question is relevant to our topic.

 
For the Bible we could ask so many questions, but this one is key:  How 
many verses does it take to really feel good about a theory when it 
comes to Blood Moons, and what they might mean? 
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The Jewish Background
of the Shemitah Year

CHAPTER 11

As we explore the global and eschatological implications (some would 
even say apocalyptic) of the Shemitah and Jubilee years, it behooves 

us to understand the Jewish background of these two important cyclical 
events in the biblical calendar. This chapter is written from a fully Jewish 
perspective by Gidon Ariel.

Remarkably little is known about these two years outside of Jewish 
circles. Even within Jewish circles, broad familiarity is only found 
among the Orthodox. And even there, actual observance is limited to 
those who live in Israel. Outside of Israel, observant Jews generally know 
the basic laws, but rarely to a depth that does justice to the importance 
of both Shemitah and Jubilee.

To partially remedy this dearth of knowledge, we include this chapter 
and chapter 19 as a means of familiarizing readers with the core biblical 
verses and rabbinic teachings. Our goal is to present this material in as 
clear and concise a manner as possible, without getting bogged down 
in nitty-gritty details that have no bearing on our primary goals. We 
shall employ the “who, what, where, when, why, how” method in our 
exploration. This chapter will cover the Shemitah year and chapter 19 
will cover the Jubilee year.

What is Shemitah?
First off, we must define the word itself. Of course it is a Hebrew word, 
right out of the Bible. But where in the Bible does it come from? It turns 
out that this actual word is only found in the book of Deuteronomy with 
a variation found in Exodus. An expansion of the Exodus law is found 
in Leviticus. 

Here are the relevant verses (original translation throughout this chapter 
from the biblical Hebrew by the author):

“You shall plant your land for six years and gather its produce. On 
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We rarely appreciate the great blessing that comes from the miracle of 
the earth and that Land. We just eat and then eat some more. In both 
situations, we need to take some time off to gain a proper perspective 
on things—on our lives, on our time, on our earth, on our Land—and 
understand that these are all precious gifts from God. Resting on the 
Sabbath and allowing the Land to rest during the seventh year give God 
a little break from all our bellyaching and our self-oriented personalities. 
We rest and the Land rests, and so does God.

This, more than anything else, is the real message of Shemitah. It is a time 
to reflect on the blessing of the earth, the land, our food, our money, 
and to regain the awareness that it all comes from God. Shemitah may 
be difficult: to give up on debts that are owed to us, or to refrain from 
working the Land when we need the food or need the extra cash that it 
can bring in, is not easy. But if what we gain from it is a new perspective 
on life and a new appreciation for all that we have, who can deny that 
the gains outweigh the losses? That is the true beauty of Shemitah. It’s a 
way of giving back to God. Y

~ END OF SAMPLE ~


